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1. Create a plan  

a. www.TechAtlas.org 
b. Book: Wired For Good (2003) by Joni Podolosky 
c. Book: The Accidental Techie (2005) by Sue Bennett 

2. Develop standards (www.nten.org/ntresources)  
3. Do your homework 

a. www.TechSoup.org 
b. Manufacturer’s website 
c. Try www.google.com: “Product name” review 
d. Reviews:  

i. www.cnet.com 
ii. www.pcworld.com 

iii. www.pcmagazine.com 
iv. www.infoworld.com/product_guide/ 

e. Consider alternatives 
i. New technologies / solutions 

1. Instant / voice messaging: www.jabber.org, www.skype.com  
2. Webinars: www.gotomeeting.com, www.jybe.com  
3. Remote access: Remote Desktop, VNC, www.LogMeIn.com 
4. Information Sharing: Weblogs, Wikis 

ii. Open source solutions 
1. http://webjunction.org/do/Navigation?category=510  
2. www.oss4lib.org 
3. Specific software: 

a. www.OpenOffice.org  
b. www.k12linux.org  

4. Don’t pay retail 
a. Non-profit sources: 

i. www.TechSoup.org/stock 
ii. www.TechFoundation.org 

iii. More listed at www.nten.org/ntresources  
b. For-profit sources 

i. www.1ComputerBargains.com 
ii. www.CDW.com 

iii. Individual “deals”: www.GotApex.com  
c. Member discounts 

i. Group purchasing 
1. State of Michigan: http://www.michigan.gov/localgov/0,1607,7-194-

32658_28856---,00.html 
2. www.nten.org/discounts 

ii. Services 
1. www.TechFinder.org  
2. www.NPowerMichigan.org (Consulting, training)  


